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11 November 2020 
Dear Minister,  

EU EXIT LEGISLATION 

• The Alien Species in Aquaculture, Animals, Aquatic Animal Health,
Seeds and Planting Material (Legislative Functions and
Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020

• The Animals, Aquatic Animal Health and Seeds (Amendment) (EU
Exit) Regulations 2020

We are writing to you in reference to your letters dated 30 September and 21 
October 2020 attaching notifications in relation to the above Statutory Instruments 
which the UK Government proposes to make. 

As you will be aware the above notifications related to subject areas across the 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee, The Rural Economy 
and Connectivity Committee and the Health and Sport Committee, and as such, 
these notifications were considered, in part, by each of these Committees.  

These SIs were considered by the Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform Committee at its meeting on 10 November 2020 and were subsequently 
considered by the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee at its meeting on 
11 November 2020. The Health and Sport Committee previously considered an 
aspect of these notifications at their meeting on Tuesday 3 November. The areas 
of the notifications that were considered by each Committee are outlined below:  

• Equine records, including competitive equines – ECCLR
• Animal By-Products & Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies – REC
• Livestock identification – REC
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• Exotic Animal diseases – REC
• Pet travel – ECCLR
• Animal breeding (Zootechnical standards) REC
• Zoonotic – Health & Sport Committee
• Veterinary medicines and residues – ECCLR
• Aquatic animal health – REC/ECCLR
• Alien and locally absence species in aquaculture – REC
• Plant Variety and Seeds – REC

Each Committee agreed that they were content for the Scottish Government to 
give consent to UK Ministers making regulations on their behalf in relation to these 
SIs, however, the following points were raised.  

• The REC Committee wish to clarify whether the current proposed SI
is a new version of the one notified to them in December 2019
regarding Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies and Animal
By-Products.

• Regarding Animal By-Products and Transmissible Spongiform
Encephalopathies, the REC Committee understands that this SI
transfers powers to the Secretary of State to, “set conditions for the
use of ABPs for research, diagnostic and artistic purposes where
these are required due to new and emerging risks to public and
animal health”. The Committee wish to seek clarity on the meaning
of ‘artistic purposes’ with regards to this power.

• With regards to veterinary medicines and residues, the REC
Committee wish to seek assurances that there is no potential for our
food supply chain to contain the presence of residues of veterinary
medicines.

• With regards to EU equivalence checks no longer applying in the UK
after the end of the IP, the REC Committee wish to seek reassurance
that the Scottish Government and its agencies have the capacity
and expertise for functions that have previously been carried out by
the European Commission, and that this capacity and expertise
extends to keeping pace with scientific and technical knowledge and
responding to market conditions.

• The three Committees noted that the Scottish Government
continues to engage with the UK Government on the NI Protocol and
request to be kept up to date on the progress of this engagement.

The Committees would be grateful for a response on the issues raised above by 
20 November 2020.  

Yours sincerely, 



Gillian Martin MSP  
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Edward Mountain 
Convener 
Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 

Lewis Macdonald MSP 
Convener 
Health and Sport Committee 


